BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
SUNDAY, JANUARY 12, 2014 – TUESDAY, JANUARY 14, 2014
HYATT REGENCY BIRMINGHAM – THE WYNFREY HOTEL
BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA
MINUTES
SUNDAY, JANUARY 12, 2014
WELCOME BOARD MEMBERS
President Sherry McDavid welcomed Board members and others to Birmingham,
Alabama and called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m.
ROLL CALL
Secretary John Hemmings called the roll.
Members Present:
President/Kentucky
1st Vice President/Ohio
2nd Vice President/Georgia
Secretary/Ohio
Treasurer/South Carolina
Immediate Past Pres./Georgia
Alabama
Kentucky
Maryland
Mississippi
New York
Pennsylvania
Tennessee
Virginia
West Virginia

Sherry McDavid
Misty Casto
Jim Dove
John Hemmings
Steve Pelissier
Danny Lewis
Keith Jones
Mike Patrick
Leanne Mazer
Rudy Johnson
Richard Zink
Eric Bridges
Susan Reid
Jim Baldwin
Michele Craig

Members Absent:
North Carolina

Ryan Sherby

Others Present During All or Part of the Session:
Dan Neff
ARC Local Development Districts Director
Earl Gohl
ARC Federal Co-Chair
Tom Hunter
ARC Executive Director
Susan Howard
NADO Legislative Director
Autumn Campbell
NARC Director of Community Programs
Jimmy Lester
State of Alabama Program Manager

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
A proposed agenda for the DDAA Winter Board Meeting was presented. A motion to
approve the agenda was made by Rudy Johnson and seconded by Misty Casto. The
motion passed unanimously.
MINUTES
Minutes of the DDAA Summer Board Meeting were distributed electronically to Board
members prior to the meeting. Sherrie McDavid, President, asked for approval of the
minutes.
Eric Bridges motioned to approve the minutes of the DDAA Summer Board of Directors
meeting held on July 28-30, 2013 in Lexington, Kentucky; Jim Dove seconded the
motion; and the motion passed unanimously.
PRESIDENT’S REMARKS
President Sherry McDavid gave brief remarks; then Dan Neff discussed the agenda and
outlined some of the activities tomorrow.
TREASURER’ REPORT
Steve Pelissier, Treasurer, provided the Treasurer's Report (Attachment A). Mr.
Pelissier discussed the Fiscal Year 2014 budget. Mr. Pelissier then discussed the
Fiscal Year 2014 Revenue and Expenditure report as of December 31, 2013 (see
Attachment A: Treasurer's Report for details). He provided a comparison of the Fiscal
Year 14 Annual Budget to prior years and also informed the board that all Fiscal Year
2014 dues have been paid.
Danny Lewis made a motion to approve the Treasurer's Report; Susan Reid seconded
the motion and it passed unanimously.
Mr. Pelissier asked if was to go ahead and prepare a budget for FY’2015. Dan Neff
stated that a budget should be developed and should be similar to past budgets. Some
discussion then ensued about the Unallocated Funds. Several members made
comments and had questions but John Hemmings informed the board that at the last
meeting, the issue was delegated to the Training Committee to take the
recommendations that had been provided and figure out a course of action.
The meeting then was adjourned until dinner at 6:00 pm.
DINNER

MONDAY, JULY 29, 2013
DDAA BUSINESS MEETING RESUMES
Following breakfast, the DDAA business meeting resumed at 8:30 a.m.
NARC BRIEFING
Ms. McDavid introduced Autumn Campbell, Director of Community Programs at the
National Association of Regional Councils (NARC). Ms. Campbell gave an overview of
NARC.
Ms. Campbell outlined what is happening in Washington DC. She stated that the
Workforce Investment Act and the Farm Bill got farther along toward reauthorization this
past year than prior years. She stated that limited bi-partisan efforts are happening but
since this is an election year, maybe there will be some compromise.
Regarding MAP-21, she stated that it expires September 30, 2014 and that NARC is to
release a report on feedback of MAP-21. The first hearing for reauthorization of MAP21 is January 14th and the biggest issues are funding and politics; more money in MAP21 and freight are two key areas and an extension of MAP-21 will be challenging.
NARC is on the Hill daily talking to members of Congress about MAP-21 and Erich
Zimmerman is the transportation contact at NARC.
Regarding the Water Resources Development Act, the Senate passed its version in
May 2013 and the House passed its version in October 2013. At present, the
conference committee in negotiating and there is over $8 billion allocated under each
plan.
Regarding the Farm Bill, conference committee is still in conference and the hold up
now is dairy policy. There is a chance of a possible conference package this week.
Regarding Rural Development priorities in the bill, there is pursuit of mandatory funding
for Rural Development Title Language included to align local government applications
with regional plans.
Regarding the Workforce Investment Act, the Senate passed their version in October
2013 and the House passed their version in March 2013. Both chambers are willing to
go to conference committee but there are major differences in the two versions.
Regarding the Older Americans Act, NARC is working close with the Senate HELP
Committee and NARC endorsed the bill passed in committee in October 2013. Funding
formula decisions need to be discussed before bringing bi-partisan bill to the floor.
NARC is also trying to restore sequestration cuts for Older Americans Act at minimum
2012 levels. In addition, NARC continues to respond to Senior Transportation issues in
the upcoming reauthorization bill.
Other NARC priorities include EDA Reauthorization and RIIZ (regional infrastructure
improvement zones), which allows tax deductible dollars from private sector for public
infrastructure investment. RIIZ is on hold due to tax reform but is still a NARC priority.

She then gave highlights on NARC’s Economic and Community Development
Programs. In 2014, NARC is working on regional advocacy in Washington for regional
organizations, updating website and expanding resources on it, continuing Development
Digest, and a suite of membership changes. She also spoke about Regional Energy
Action Planning and Capacity Building for Regional Planning for grantees under
Sustainable Communities Program.
The NARC National Conference of Regions will be held February 9-11, 2014 in
Washington, DC. In addition, Fred Abousleman, NARC Executive Director is leaving to
take a position with a council of governments in Oregon. A search is ongoing to find a
replacement for Fred.
NADO REPORT
Ms. McDavid then introduced Susan Howard, Legislative Director of the National
Association of Development Organizations (NADO).
Ms. Howard discussed the budget and appropriations. She mentioned the federal
government shutdown that occurred from October 1-16, 2013 and made mention the
government reopened on October 16th at the FY’2013 post-sequestration amount of
$986.7 billion until January 15, 2014 and with the current plan, the US debt ceiling will
be raised.
She stated that on December 10, 2013, the House and Senate set budget spending
levels for FY’2014 and FY’2015 and the President signed them. Each subcommittee
was given numbers to work with but those numbers have not been released to the
public yet.
Six of the 12 appropriation bills have been resolved including the Commerce/Justice bill
which includes funding for EDA. The Energy and Water bill which includes ARC is still
not resolved because policy differences are holding up negotiations. An omnibus
package or several packages in the goal and there might be a short term continuing
resolution necessary until January 18th.
The budget outlook for FY’2015 is $1.014 Billion with domestic program spending set at
$492 billion and defense spending at $520 billion. The President’s budget will come out
later. House Republicans plan to pass their own budget resolution but Senate
Democrats have not yet committed to anything.
Ms. Howard brought up mid-term elections and mentioned Representative Frank Wolf of
Virginia is retiring. He is the chairman of the Commerce/Justice Committee. She also
mentioned the Transportation/HUD bill numbers are not out yet but the bill has taken
some hits in money recently and needs to be watched.
TRAINING COMMITTEE REPORT
Ms. McDavid introduced Misty Casto, Training Committee Chairperson. Ms. Casto
discussed the Training Program financial update (see Attachment B). She requested
the transfer of $30,200.00 from the DDAA General Fund to the DDAA Training Budget.
A motion was made by Rudy Johnson to transfer the $30,200 from the General Fund to

the Training Budget and Susan Reid seconded the motion. The motion passed
unanimously.
Discussion ensued about the DDAA Peer-to-Peer funds and how the program is
underutilized. Discussion continued on how to get more LDDs to utilize the funding for
peer-to-peer training for their staff.
Ms. Casto then requested the ability for the Training Committee Chairman to sign
contracts in the absence of the DDAA President. Danny Lewis made a motion to
approve such action and Jim Dove seconded the motion. The motion passed
unanimously.
Danny Lewis suggested a gift of gratitude to Vicky Glass for all of her assistance to
DDAA with conference site identification, planning and negotiations. Mr. Lewis turned
his suggestion into a motion and Rudy Johnson seconded it. The motion passed
unanimously.
Ms. Casto then gave a brief summary of the 2nd Annual DDAA Professional
Development Conference agenda which was in everyone’s packet of information (see
Attachment B).
BREAK
GLOBAL APPALACHIA UPDATE
Ms. McDavid introduced Eric Bridges, DDAA Board liaison to the ARC Network
Appalachia (NetA) Committee. John Hemmings, DDAA Board liaison to the ARC
Export Trade Advisory Committee (ETAC) handed out summary meeting notes of the
most recently held NetA and ETAC meetings in November 2013 (see Attachment C).
Mr. Bridges gave a background on both NetA and ETAC and discussed how the broad
based groups are looking at what opportunities exist for the Appalachia region related to
logistics with the widening of the Panama Canal. He discussed the tours we take during
our meetings of ports and intermodal facilities. He explained the group is not meeting to
find ways for ARC to fund its activities but rather looking for ways ARC can be a part of
the discussion related to future logistics.
Mr. Bridges said that it is time to update the ARC Comprehensive Transportation
Strategy. Michele Craig felt it would be important for the DDAA to play a part in
updating the plan. Danny Lewis discussed the importance of the Savannah port in
Georgia.
Mr. Hemmings encouraged LDDs to work with their State export offices because they
sometimes don’t know about LDDs and how we could assist them in recruiting
businesses in our region for trade show participation. Keith Jones asked about getting
a list of the NetA and ETAC representatives for each state and Mr. Bridges stated he
could get that list from Scott Hercik and provide it to DDAA Board members.
2014 DDAA CONFERENCE BRIEFING AND DISCUSSION
Ms. Casto gave an overview of the 2014 DDAA Conference draft agenda (see
Attachment D). Keith Jones asked about the Affordable Care Act session on Sunday

concerning whether the session could address small hospital closings and the trend of
more Medicaid eligible facilities. Rudy Johnson suggested having breakfast on Monday
morning even without a program and the consensus was to do so. It was mentioned
that it would be good to have ARC staff at the breakfast to be introduced to DDAA
members. John Hemmings suggested that moderators mention the DDAA Peer-to-Peer
Program and the Professional Development training as well in each session. Lastly,
Dan Neff mentioned that given the new format with Sunday’s agenda, the DDAA Board
meeting will need to be held at 8:30 am on Sunday.
ARC STAFF REPORT
Dan Neff provided an update on activities at the Appalachian Regional Commission
(ARC). He stated that Governor Bentley of Alabama is the new State’s Co-Chairman.
He also advised that the State’s ARC office position prior held by Cameron Whitman
has still not been filled.
Regarding LDD grants, Mr. Neff stated that at the Charleston, West Virginia meeting in
November 2013, it was agreed to provide 6 months of LDD funds to each district. Mr.
Neff thinks given the relatively positive news with the budget so far there could be more
for LDDs in the 2nd half of the year but he could not promise anything. Mr. Neff said his
goal is to have contracts out to the LDDS in late January/early February and he wants
the LDDs to execute them as soon as possible and return them so funds can be
accessed quickly.
Mr. Neff spoke about the 50th Anniversary of the Appalachian Regional Commission.
He wants the DDAA Board to be thinking about this event and wants input on how to
make the 2015 Conference a great event.
Mr. Neff then discussed LDD Performance Measures. He stated that LDD application
requirements for FY’2015 will change particularly in the Performance Measures section.
He stated the goal was to have 4 or 5 key measures and he would like input on these
measures from the LDDs.
LUNCH
The meeting adjourned at 12:10 pm for Lunch. Some local tours were set up in the
afternoon for Board members if they were interested in participating and a
Reception/Dinner was held that evening a the Fish Market Restaurant in downtown
Birmingham.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 14, 2014
DDAA BUSINESS MEETING RESUMES
Following breakfast, the DDAA business meeting resumed at 8:30 a.m.
BRIEFING FROM THE FEDERAL CO-CHAIR
Sherry McDavid, DDAA President, welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order
by introducing ARC Federal Co-Chairman, Earl Gohl. Mr. Gohl stated that budget
figures were released last night and the House has appropriated $80.3 million for ARC
in FY’2014 with $10.0 million allocated for broadband projects in distressed counties
impacted by coal industry layoffs. This leaves $70.3 million for the states which is about
a 10% increase over FY’2013 appropriations. Mr. Gohl stated he will meet with the
states over the next few weeks to figure out how to allocate the funds.
Mr. Gohl discussed the food tours he has been conducting in each state but said the
real emphasis of the tours isn’t food but rather is entrepreneurship. He is interested in
knowing who our partners are that make things work locally and also those that don’t.
Earl discussed a conference in eastern Kentucky regarding the coal industry which led
to the $10 million set aside for ARC counties impacted by layoffs in the coal industry.
Susan Howard mentioned that there is also $3 million at EDA for coal counties that
have high unemployment due to downturn in coal industry. A discussion about coal and
the job losses in the coal industry in the Appalachia region ensued.
ARC EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
ARC Executive Director Tom Hunter provided a report to the DDAA Board. He stated
that Governor Bentley of Alabama is the new State Co-Chairman and Jim Byer is
Alabama’s alternate. Mr. Hunter spoke of the FY’2014 ARC appropriations increase
and said the LDDs earned it. He discussed the job losses in the different industry
sectors of Appalachia and said it is up to us to turn the region around economically.
Mr. Hunter also discussed ARC reauthorization, stating there is a need to find the right
time when it is appropriate. John Hemmings mentioned that he and Misty Casto had
met with Congressman Steve Stivers-Ohio 15 and he had expressed an interest in ARC
Reauthorization because one OVRDC county he serves is wanting to be a part of the
ARC area. Mr. Hunter then discussed the Access Road Program and the Appalachian
Development Highway System.
Mr. Hunter then discussed the ARC 50th Anniversary and said we need to be prepared
for it. He stated that a study is being completed to determine the return on investment
of the ARC over its 50 year history. He said the study results should be available in 6 to
8 months. Jim Dove asked if the Public Relations staff at ARC could do a press release
regarding the 50th anniversary for the DDAA and LDDs to utilize. Keith Jones asked
about the situation in which a county is still distressed since ARC began. Mr. Hunter
stated that we are going to face those types of questions. Earl Gohl mentioned the fact
that distressed counties have been reduced by about half since the inception of ARC.

Mr. Hunter mentioned that Cameron Whitman left at the end of October and the States
are rethinking that office. The States’ dues pay for that office so it is their decision how
they move forward with it.
He mentioned the Performance Measures and stated as Dan Neff had that ARC wants
our input on the measures.
DDAA COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS
Dan Neff will send an email with vacancies on all the DDAA Committies. John
Hemmings, as Secretary, will make a list of members of the DDAA Board of Directors
and will work with Misty Casto on such list which she developed in the past.
OLD/NEW BUSINESS
It was mentioned that nominations for DDAA Awards are needed. Keith Jones
mentioned honoring veterans from Appalachia.
FINAL THOUGHTS
Sherrie McDavid, President, stated that the next DDAA Board of Directors meeting will
be held on March 23, 2014 at 8:30 am at the Crystal City Gateway Marriott in Crystal
City, Virginia during the DDAA Annual Conference.
Leann Mazer suggested and Dan Neff informed Earl Gohl and Tom Hunter of the idea
to have ARC staff at the Monday morning breakfast during the DDAA Annual
Conference to introduce them to DDAA members.
ADJOURN
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:30 a.m.

